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‘There’s a need to have a specific
policy for unorganized workers'

CAPITAL
CAL

Read Anil Padmanabhan’s earlier columns at
livemint.com/capitalcalculus

Gyan Varma ized labour force. The government, of | post this crisis? ing of Parliament and its committees. H IT TH E RE S ET IT’ S
gyan.v@livemint.com course, has a number of programmes for We have recommended in our earlier | Doyou thinkitis time torelook atthe )
NEW DELHI common citizens, different sets of people | report that a worker-friendly initiative | way standing committees have func-

here is a need to have specific
policy forunorganized workers,
which cannot be relegated to a
future date, says Bhartruhari
Mahtab, chairperson of the
standing committee for Labour. In an
interview, the senior leader of the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) also said the Inter-State
Migrant Workers Act, 1979, does not pro-
tect the interests of migrant workers in
anyway and has become redundant. The

or groups for their health services. and
pension programmes, but for
workers, that too the unorganized,
there is a need to have a specific
policy that cannot be relegated to
a future date. Our committee is
seriously thinking about it and I
hope it will find place in our report.

Asthere are only 9.4% of work-
force in the organized sector and
around 90% workforce in the
unorganized sector, it demon-

should be taken and that the definition of

tioned and both the Lok Sabha and
sserc  the Rajya Sabha should allow
online functioning of commit-
tees?

Yes, the unprecedented situa-
tion demands unprecedented
solutions. The situation isnot nor-
mal. Accordingly, steps should be
taken asit has been done in many
other countries that have parlia-
mentary democracies. There are
two aspectstowhich Iwould like to

)

TIMETO LOOR AT A
PANDEMIC BUDGET

astweek, the Union government extended the programme
L to distribute free foodgrains to 800 million citizens by
another five months to November; this is estimated to cost
the exchequer, already committed to bankrolling aX1.7 trillion
relief package to mitigate the impact of the covid-19 pandemic

country seems to have woken up to the | strates that there is a need to refer. Kanpur onlivelihoods of the poor, an additional outgo 0fX90,000 crore.
miseries of migrant workers, when, bereft | recognize that the present labour First, there has been always a ‘e,?lf::"te" Inaseparate development later in the week, the Kerala govern-
of food, shelter, and employment, they | laws are unable to look into the view expressed in some quarters Dubey ment increased fares of public transport by 25% to stem mount-
started walking back to theirvillagesdur- | interests of the labour force. Our - that the proceedings of the stand- knewabout  inglossesasthe pandemic kept most people off the roads.

ing the lockdown, he added. Edited | major attempt is to address and All queries related to the COde ing committees should not be in raid, The two developments, seemingly unlinked, are actually dif-
excerpts: correct this dichotomy. on Social Securi ty Bill, 2019, have camera and be open for public :;::stt;‘li ferent sides of the same coin: they reflect the fiscal shock and con-
Thelabour committee’sreportonthe | The nearly three-month-long observation as is happening in police sequences accruing from mega disruptions like the covid-19 pan-

Code on Social Security Bill, 2019, is
to be submitted at the beginning of
monsoon session. Do you think the
committee will be able to submit it’s
reporton time?

Our attempt is to submit the Report on

lockdown has pushed migrant
worker rights into the spot-
light. There is a growing
demand for a separate policy
or law for migrants. What are
your views?

been answered. Our report
would be ready in a week or so!

BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB
BJD leader and chairperson of the
parliamentary standing committee on labour

almost all developed democratic
countries. As committee meetings
are mini-Parliament in session, I
feel there should not be any confi-
dentiality in its functioning. Of
course, certain deliberations can

bit.ly/2D6e8V
z

demic. It forced the government to implement a nationwide lock-
down to contain the spread, knocking the bottom out of the
economy. Not only did revenue receipts shrink to record lows,
expenditure commitments skyrocketed as both the Union and
state governments rushed to protect both lives and livelihoods.
The fiscal shock hasbeen unprecedented.

Social Security Code in Thelockdown be done in camera, maintaining If this was a one-off event, it would be cause for worry, not
time. Yes, there has has heightened the confidentiality in matters of despair. Unfortunately, what we are discerning is arisk pattern,
been some difficulty in the plight of the migrant | inter-state migrant workers should be | national security and public order, but ofakind we have known but never acknowledged. Consequently,

collating information

CONVERSATION

labour force. There is a

from domain experts
but whatever queries
were there have been answered. I have
already asked our secretariat to draft the
report and I believe it would be ready by a
week or so.

What are the main focus areas of the
committee? How do you look at the
urgency among state governments
for the Bill to be presented after the
recent migration crisis?

Social Security Code deals with a vast
subject. Earlier, the thrust was only on
organized labour. Now we have brought
in, along with the organized, the unorgan-
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law, the Inter-State
Migrant Workers Act,
1979, but it didn’t protect the migrant
workers’ interest in anyway. Rather dur-
ing last 40 years, it had become redun-
dant. It was during the lockdown when
migrant workers, bereft of food, shelter,
employment started walking back to their
villages that the country seems to have
awakened up to their miseries. Our stand-
ing committee on labour had drawn the
attention of the Union government in last
February in our report on “The Occupa-
tional Safety, Health and Working Condi-
tions Code” towards the importance of
migrant workers, especially inter-state

broadened by including “employer” with
“contractor”. There is also a need for
proper registration of migrant workersin
both source and destination states. This
will help in proper implementation of the
One-Nation-One-Ration Card Scheme.
Relating to providing gainful employ-
ment to those millions of workers who
have returned to their states, it isimpera-
tive on the part of those state governments
tomap their skill and try to engage them to
earn their livelihood.
The decision of the Union govern-
ment and the state governments to
allow industries to function for
longer hours and make labourers
work for longer hours

generally the standing committee needs
tobe made open now.

Second, if we do away with the confi-
dentiality clause, we can conduct our
standing committee meetings virtually.
Parliament sessions can also be conducted
inahybrid system, where for a quorum, at
least10% of the members can be present in
the House and the rest can join by video-
conferencing, thusadhering to social dis-
tancing rules.

Several states have brought in
changes to labour laws against the
backdrop of the recent reverse migra-
tion. Is there a need for more stan-

dardization oflabour laws across the

thiskind of risks will have to be assessed, priced and factored into
public policy -- something very similar to what individuals have
begun to do to cushion against a health shock emanating from the
growing incidence and spread of non-communicable diseases.

Insshort, public policy in countries, particularly India, will need
to start reflecting mitigation measures to cushion against risks
arising from this ‘new-normal’. Easier said than done. It means
junking the accepted mindset and retuning public policy to
embrace a new paradigm.

Remember covid-19isjust one among many emerging threats.
To cite afew: extreme weather conditions have started occurring
in frightening regularity (According to the Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters, extreme weather incidents
havebegun to spike, from 71in the 1970s to 224:in the 1990s and
350 in the first decade of the millennium.), terrorist attacks are
commonplace and last but not the least, countries need to fear

getting into prolonged low-intensity

migrant labour. was opposed by some of Public policy conflicts with troublesome neighbours
During ourinteraction withthe Union the Opposition-ruled will need to (like what India has ongoing with Paki-
government, we were assured that states. What is your tart reflecti stan on the Western border).
migrant workers would be treatedascon-  opinion about this, in S e.u". re X ecing Itistragic thatit hastaken a once-in-
tractlabourers and all those benefitsthat ~ view of the economic mlt}gatlon §teps a-century pandemic originating in
they are entitled to would be provided to  crisis during lockdown against covid- Wuhan, Chinato put the spotlight on
them, including safety and health. Nowas  being a big concern? induced risks this trend of growing risks from such
social security measures there isa neces- The standing committee disruptions. Covid-19 has unequivo-

sity to ensure habitable shelter to the
migrant workers. Further we are thinking
of suggesting portable social security cov-
erage to all the inter-state migrant work-
ers so that they get all the benefits that
they are entitled to as they get in their
native state.
More than 7 million labourers have
returned to their villages in just
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Jhark-
hand. How will generating
employment be different

on labour has recom-
mended in its report that
the provision for providing
a maximum 8 hours of
work per day should be
incorporated in line with
the International Labour
Organization (ILO) con-
vention. It must be keptin
mind that this decision was
taken100 years ago. In the
2l1st century there are cer-
tain industries like textile
where technology has improved and
workers want to work for more hours.
Similarly, a certain class of workers such
asjournalists and audio visual workers and
people working in the software industry,
the hospitality sector, and motor trans-
port, donot work 8 hours at a stretch and
their working hours are spread out.
Therefore, we have suggested that due
care be taken while prescribing a maxi-
mum 8 hours of work per day mandatorily.
Yet we have said the limit on overtime
hours should be prescribed approxi-
mately. What we have suggested is to
bringin little flexibility in working hours.
Nothing should be done which may lead to
exploitation of workers.
The ongoing situation is unprece-
dented and has affected the function-

Migrants need to be registered
in source and destination states
for implementation of one
nation, one ration card scheme:

country or do you think federal
autonomy strengthens such systems?

It came to our notice during the first
month of the lockdown that some states
had brought in drastic changes in labour
laws. Every change, of course, did not
relate to migration of labour. Some
changes have been made to do away with
bottlenecks and some were forward look-
ing.

As the labour force in Assam or Kerala
who work in plantations have a different
work culture and so do the workers of
Punjab. We cannot have one system fits all
here. Therefore, every state isempowered
to make provisions for labour keeping
their actual need in view. However, as a
nation, there hastobe a policy guideline,
which is to be adhered to by every state.

cally demonstrated that geography is
no defence inaglobalized world against vector-borne infectious
diseases. In the last two decades, we have had two pandemics and
three epidemics sweep the world—an average of one outbreak
every five years. Not only are they causing increased morbidity
and mortality, the economic damage is accruing through multi-
ple channels -- exactly why they are so devastating.

Inthe Indian context, the challenge is that much more acute.
The legacy of public policy neglect of the last seven decades
means the country is bereft of any worthwhile social or economic
infrastructure—leaving both lives and livelihood extremely vul-
nerable to such unpredictable risks. Consequently, that much
more heavy-lifting will have to be required to pull the country up
by its bootstraps.

In the short run, there is no option other than continuing to
fund social safety nets—like providing free foodgrains—for the
poorand vulnerable. But in the medium to long term, the country
hasto explore the option of hitting amindset reset and prioritiz-
ing delivery of basic health, social and economic infrastructure—
the best safety net for people to absorb the first round impact of
disruptions like covid-19—even while creating arisk cover to deal
with amega disruption.

Undoubtedly, this crisis offers an opportunity laced with risk.
On the other hand, status quo is no answer; the response hasto
be proactive and not defensive.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has earned enormous social
capital by winning back-to-back general elections; he has also
shown appetite to pursue out-of-the-box solutions. The big ques-
tion iswhether he will expend his social capital on such a big bet.
Only time will tell.

Anil Padmanabhan is managing editor of Mint and writes every
week on the intersection of politics and economics.

Comments are welcome at anil.p@livemint.com

BRI TFTARUT WRETUT HUSeT

TafaTT e, YFeR-19, T4 IR 3ed TR, Rrer—agR (8.71.)

/ /ad weft it wgen //

YR TR, TR, S Tel ST UReTi Hallerd §RT SR €.376 U, Hfefheher,

RAJASTHAN STATE FOOD & CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD.

2nd floor, Kisan Bhawan, Sriganganagar Road, Bikaner — 334001

Phone : 0151-2226610, E:mail : rsfcscbikaner@gmail.com
CIN No. U63023RJ2010SGC033489

No. / F.10 (101) RSFCSC/PDS/Tender/2020-21/1069
e-Bid Notice

Dated : 03-07-2020

HHH:—129—163
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UG A7 H oliad foed § iR @1 ol € | fis @ Hefda v faawer Jewrge
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, Ud
www.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in/rsamb IR A T S HHAT R |

2006 (F-HE) % e T Heiford <R e fhar ST § 6 T stegRs
iz fafirs (I s divie ool ), TRe-gs, Fe-TRIR (S, % R Im
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co oo e-Bid are invited for transportation work of Food Grain & Sugar under P.D.S. in
Bikaner District for one year from the date of agreement. The Bid shall be submitted
only through online tendering system at concerned district on the website

www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as detailed below :

°
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For details visit our website www.food.rajasthan.gov.in/http:// sppp.raj.nic.in / E-Proc.
UBN No. FCS2021SLOB00015
Raj.Samwad/C/20/1812

PNB FINANCE AND INDUSTRIES LIMITED
CIN: L65929DL1947PLC001240; Email: pnbfinanceindustries@gmail.co
/ Regd office: 1% Floor, Express Building, 9-10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-11

Tel No.: +91-7303495375, Website: www.pnbfinanceandindustries.com
NOTICE
Trsanfer of equity shares of the Company to Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF)

Members are hereby informed that pursuant to Section 124(6) of the Companies Act, 2013,
read with Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer,
and Refund) Rules, 2016 and amendment(s) thereto (‘IEPF Rules”), all shares in respect of|
which dividend has not been claimed by the shareholders for seven consecutive years or
more shall be transferred by the Company in the name of Investor Education and Protection
Fund (IEPF)in terms of IEPF Rules.
Individual notices to respective shareholders have been sent at their latest addresses
available in the Company records, inter alia, providing the details of shares liable to be
transferred to IEPF for taking appropriate action.
The concerned shareholders are requested to claim unclaimed dividend on or before
August 03, 2020, failing which their shares shall be transferred to [EPF as per the procedure
prescribed in the Rules. The Company has uploaded details of such shares due for transfer,
to IEPF on its website www.pnbfinanceandindustries.com.
The concerned shareholders would be entitled to claim the shares from IEPF authority by
making an application in web form IEPF-5, as prescribed under the aforesaid rules and the|
same is available on IEPF website i.e. www.iepf.gov.in.
In case the shareholders have any queries wrt subject matter and IEPF Rules, they may|
send their queries to the Company at mail id: pnbfinanceindustries@gmail.com or can
contact Skyline Financial Services Private Limited (Registrar and Transfer Agent), D-153A,
1st Floor, Okhla Industrial Area, Phase-I, New Delhi-110020, Phone: 011-26812682/83,
Email: parveen@skylinerta.com.
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Manager Civil Supplies

RAIGARH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, RAIGARH (C.G.)
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Phone No. :- 07762-222911, Fax No. :- 07762-222923
Email :- nraigarh @ymail.com Website - www.nagarnigamraigarh.com

Letter ID, 513/PWD/RMC/2020 Raigarh, Date : 03/07/2020
RFP NOTICE (Second Call)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR SELECTION OF SERVICE PROVIDER FOR RUNNING
MMU UNDER MUKHYA MANTRI SLUM SWASTHYA YOJNA FOR RAIGARH CITY
Through this notice Raigarh Urban Public Service Society, Raigarh, Nodal office Municipal Corporation,
Raigarh, herein after referred to as “Raigarh Mobile Medical Unit Service Procuring Agency (MMUSPA)”
invites proposal through online Electronic Chhattisgarh Government Procurement System (eGPS) https://
eproc.cgstate.gov.in for selection of service provider for running MMU under Mukhya Mantri Slum
Swasthya Yojna For Raigarh City. Interested Bidders should provide information demonstrating that they
have the required qualification and relevant experience to perform the relevant tasks. Bidder may also
A, -, TEe-Ried, R, e FEia s T download the Bid enquiry documents (a complete set of document is available on website) from the web
e e, ST SRR, R, el T U e, S TR site (www/https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) or www/http://uad.cg.gov.in or www.nagarnigamraigarh.com

L ] ; B System RFP No. - 65717
T, T o, F-19, T T A2 T, T A Tl e 21 B Last Date of Bid Submission
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